KINGS LANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Kings Langley Parish Council held on Tuesday 9" April 2024 at
Charter Court, Vicarage Lane, Kings Langley.

Present:

Chair:
Vice Chair:

Councillors:

In attendance:

Clerk to the Council:

1. Apologies for absence
1.1. None

2. Declarations of interest
2.1.

Cllr Button

Cllr Angiolini

Cllr Anderson, Cllr Rogers, Cllr Morrish, Clir Lydon, Cllr
Johnson, Cllr James-Saunders, Cllr Coxill, Cllr De Silva

Matthew Price

In view of the attendance of the meeting, Cllrs Anderson and Johnson declared their
“standing” personal interests as also being members of Dacorum Borough Council.

3. Public Participation / Question Time
There were no members of the public in attendance.

3.1.

4. Planning and Licencing Matters

4.1.

4.2.

4.3.
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Reference:
Address:

Details of application:

Decision:

Comments:

Reference:
Address:

Details of application:

Decision:
Comments:

Reference:
Address:

Details of application:

Decision:
Comments:

24/00327/FUL

Rudolf Steiner School, Langley Hill

Temporary change of use of site to reflect sporadic use by
film production companies.

Objected based on Anti-social hours and general vehicle
movements.

None

24/0647/FHA

12 Tooveys Mill Close
Single storey rear extension
No objection

None

24/00281/FHA

46 High Street

Two storey rear extension and addition of rear and side
dormer windows, additional dormer and enlarged dormer
to the previously approved under application ref:
23/001199/LBC and 23/01198/FHA.

No objection

None

Chair’s Initials:




KINGS LANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL

4.4. Reference: 24/00282/LBC
Address: 46 High Street
Details of application: Two storey rear extension and addition of rear and side

dormer windows, additional dormer and enlarged dormer
to the previously approved under application ref:
23/01199/LBV and 23/01198/FHA.

Decision: No objection

Comments: None

Member of Public entered the meeting at 19:37 — Peter Faulkner after 24/00327/FUL had been
discussed.19.39pm

5.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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Other Planning and Licencing matters as specified here:
5.1. None

Any Other Planning & Licencing Business (Not requiring Formal Decision)

6.1. Cllr Morrish - Asked if anyone had heard if there were any plans to start the Rudolf
Steiner school? Cllr Roberts —informed members that there had been no formal
applications made.

Police Matters and Other Services

7.1. Cllr Anderson suggested the Clerk contact PC Maximillian Robinson to open new
lines of communication.
Action: Clerk to contact PC Maximillian Robinson

Hertfordshire County Council - General Matters (County Cllr Roberts)
8.1. None.

Hertfordshire County Council - Highways (County Cllr Roberts)
9.1. None.

Minutes
10.1. The minutes of the Council meeting on 23 January 2024 and 5th March 2024 ware
adopted as a true record.

Matters Arising from the above minutes (Not elsewhere on the agenda)
11.1. None.

Planning and Licencing Committee Report
12.1. None.

Planning and Licencing Committee Minutes

The minutes of the Planning & Licensing Committee meeting on 20" February 2024,
previously agreed at the Planning & Licensing Committee meeting of 19" March 2024.

Charter Court
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16.

17.

18.
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15.1

156.2

15.3

16.1

Cllr Button informed the members that the warden’s new van had been delivered
and it will go to Utopia Signs for sign writing ideas and will report back to council.
Action: Clerk to contact Utopia Signs

Cllr Anderson informed the members that the heater electrics will be rewired on
Thursday 18™ April 2024 to stop electric overload and informed members the same
contractors will be installing the EV charging point for the new van. Cllr Anderson
indicated the previous contractor had installed 3 KW heaters from old and
unwanted stock which were too powerful for the circuit board which leads to them
tripping the system. Cllr Rogers asked if we had recourse to the contractor — Cllr
Anderson confirmed there is no recourse.

Action: Cllr Button asked the Clerk to look for documentation relating to the
installation and report back at a future meeting.

Cllr Rogers asked since installation of solar panels have we been able torun a
benefits analysis. Cllr Anderson — informed members he is completing the
appropriate paperwork, our supplier up to December 2025 does not buy electricity,
therefore a different company will need to be approached to buy the surplus
electricity. Two companies can be approached — Octopus and Scottish Power. Both
require certification from UK Power Networks confirming we can export to the grid,
of which Cllr Anderson is completing the forms. We currently have an AMR meter
but may require a smart meter — Cllr Anderston will report back. Cllr Anderson
informed the members he was disappointed that the panels had been installed for
two years and none of the above actions had been completed. Cllr Rogers
expressed his disappointment in the mismanagement of the solar panels as he
thought the rationale for installing the panels was to sell the surplus electricity back
to the grid. Cllr Anderson confirmed this was never the case, the main purpose for
the solar panels was to use less electricity from the grid.

Action: Cllr Button asked Cllr Anderson to report back on the progress made at the
next meeting.

Cllr Anderson - confirmed from 16" January 2024 the electric supply to the tenant
has been separated.

Chair’s Report

The Chair informed members the new clerk to the council had started and staffing
levels were at the required levels.

Reports from Chairs and other committees / groups

17.1 None.

Clerk’s Report
18.1 None
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19. Village Warden’s Report
Cllr Button had received a report from Simon Tristram-Walmsley outlining work he
had conducted including: -

19.1

2220z

g

Working in the carpark

Moving mud again from the Miller and Carter Pathway

Weeding and sweeping leaves

Clearing mud away from post office

Trimming bushes in village garden

Weeding and digging over the flower bed outside the Rose and Crown (Great
Park)

Removing old livery from the van

Cllr Morrish asked if the Warden was aware of the dates for the market.

Action: Clerk to inform Warden of the dates and work out a grass cutting schedule.

20. Financial Matters
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a)

b)

Schedule of Payments for March 2024, Resolution to authorise payments in
the sum of £20,414.22. Approved. Signed by Chair, Vice Chair and Clerk.

Examination of the Council’s Bank Account Statements (as of 29th February
2024) and approval to sign the statement to that effect. Approved. Signed by
Chair.

Annual Risk Assessment and Management for the period 1st April 2024 to
31st March 2024. Approved.

The Effectiveness of Internal Audit and Control Systems. The Accounts and
Audit (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2006, require the Council to show
that it has annually, satisfactorily: Carried out a review of the effectiveness of
the Internal Auditor and Carried out a review of its control systems. Approved.
Cllr Anderson informed members that last year’s internal audit was
satisfactory and confirms he has checked the financial regulations and
confirms it is current and satisfactory.

Asset register for the year ended 31 March 2024. To note the contents of and
consider and agree any changes to the Council’s Asset Register. Cllr
Anderson informed members that full details are required for audit purposes;
this document could be reviewed for digitisation in the future. Cllr Rogers
indicated to members that it may be more appropriate to report it in full
pounds only, consistent with large organisations. Cllr Rogers therefore
suggests the document is adjusted to allow easier reading of the numbers.
Cllr Anderson confirms for audit and legality purposes pennies need to be
shown.

Action: Clerk to confirm correct legislation on accounting practices for 2025
asset register.
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h)

Page 5 of 8

To consider and approve the Council’s Contract’s Register. Cllr Anderson
informed Cllrs this is the first register that KLPC has had. Over the course of
the year the document will be updated as further information becomes
available.

Accounts 2022-24 - Fund Transfers. To pass a resolution to approve the fund
transfers. Cllr Anderson informed members the funds transfer documentis a
summary of all the funds / reserves that are kept by the council. Budget vs
Actuals and variances. Cllr Anderson informed members of key points on the
document which included rates, election costs and IT costs.

To approve a request to increase the grant to the Kings Langley Fun Run by
£100 to £250. Cllr Anderson proposed, seconded by Cllr Rogers. Agreed

To approve a donation of £400 for the delivery of the invitations for the 2024
Annual Parish Meeting. Approved. Cllr Rogers suggested members approach
Kings Langley News and My Kings to include the invitation in their distribution.

To approve a request for financial assistance from the Kings Langley
Allotments and Gardens Association of £200 regarding flooding. Approved.

Dog waste bags — to consider a proposal to request a donation of 62p per bag
of bags and making the collection contactless (Cllr Button). Cllr Saunders and
Cllr Angiolini objected due to people struggling financially. Cllr Anderson
informed members it is costing KLPC approximately £2000 per year. Cllr
Saunders asked when we last reviewed where the bags were purchased from
and could we get a better deal. Cllr Angiolini suggested a voluntary
contribution. Cllr Lydon agreed with members that now is not the time to
introduce a fee, but the point should be discussed at a later due to the cost.
Clerk informed members that KLPC staff are not handling cash and would
therefore need to be contactless. Cllr Anderson suggested purchasing a
contactless device. Cllr Button informed members, he does not believe it
would be worthwhile and asked the clerk to bring it to full councilin 12
months’ time.

Action: Clerk to report to council when we need to re-order bags.

To report the details of the Warden’s van insurance renewal (new vehicle) and
to approve the cost. Cllr Anderson informed members this is a retrospective
comment, and the van insurance has been purchased at the cheapest quote
from NFU Mutal. £ 1071.31.

Cllr Rogers asked where the vehicle will be parked, members informed him, it
will be parked in the locked car park at night. Cllr Button has asked the Clerk
to write to Dacorum Borough Council that we have an electric vehicle on site
to ensure adequate insurance cover.
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Action: Clerk to write to Dacorum Borough Council to instruct them we have
an electric vehicle on the premises.

To consider a suggestion for a “Climb for Free” facility. (Cllr Rogers). Cllr
Rogers briefed members on the benefits, build quality and giving children and
adults an activity to do. Annual check made with no charge to KLPC. Signage
and repairs are all included in the cost. No maintenance is required. 15 years
guarantee. No insurance is provided, and Cllr Rogers asked if we needed
insurance. The Clerk informed members we would need separate insurance.

Council has budgeted and Leisure group have commissioned a survey to
ascertain what the children require. Cllr Anderson suggested it may be a bit
premature and that council should wait until feedback from the survey is
received. Cllr Button agreed. Cllr Lydon asked for a sensical approach in
terms of what young people wanted, and children and young people are quite
different in their needs. Members agreed to wait further reports on the data.
Project to be brought back to Council later.

To approve the cost of £795 for the installation of the village signs. Agreed.

To consider quotes and approve the cost of replacement of the fire alarm
system at Charter Court. (Cllr Anderson). Cllr Anderson requested minuting
that one quote has been received from KLPC’s existing contractor who does
the annual inspection as there few companies locally. The quote was for the
value of £1,780 and is a one-off cost out of the Charter Court fund. Agreed.

To consider quotes and approve the cost of replacement of the intruder alarm
system at Charter Court. (Cllr Anderson). ADT are currently expensive and
KLPC has two competitive quotes, to replace and update the system. ADT
call out charges are excessively high. Cllr Anderson proposed the cheaper
quote and seconded by Cllr Button, Agreed

To approve the cost of £3,176 of the bollards on Hempstead Road. (Cllr
Anderson). This is retrospective and it had been previously agreed in council.
Initially it was £3,000 but due to extra works was increased to £3,176.

21. Dacorum Borough Council and Other Public Bodies
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1.

Dacorum Borough Council

i Cllr Anderson and Cllr Johnson — Reports and Members questions.
Cllr Anderson informed members that he and Cllr Johnson attended
day one of the appeal in relation to the Rectory Farm Development.
When Dacorum were questioned by the appellant’s brief regarding the
SANG (Suitable Alternative Natural Green space) requirements had
been making on the appellant, and how unreasonable they were, and
how they kept moving the goal posts. Cllr Anderson informed
members it looked at one stage that the appeal may need to be
withdrawn. Inspector asked for a postponement. Day 2 of the appeal
starts with the Green Belt matters expert being cross examined by the
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22,

23.
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appellant. The planning inspector has to consider the rule six parties’
contribution to the appeal. Cllr Anderson explained it is expected in
the morning to cross examine the rule six witness and in the afternoon
to do conditions and obligations if it is allowed. Cllr Button asked Cllr
Anderson if this information was confidential, and Cllr Anderson
confirmed it was in the public domain. Cllr Roberts informed
members that the public were present. Cllr Anderson confirmed the
appeal was scheduled for 4 days.

i) Refuse collection in Marwood Close. (Cllr Coxill). Issue arose due to
access problems due to inappropriate parking. Members were
informed that the collection department had been contacted and the
problem had been resolved

Parish Plan Reports

a) Parish Plan — Environmental Group (Cllr Button). No meeting. Cllr Saunders confirmed
the schools were closed, and she would contact the school, when they opened after
Easter in relation to the environmental competition, to see if there is a winner for the APM
presentation.

b) Parish Plan - Leisure Group (Cllr Johnson). Written report received, no further
questions.

c) Parish Plan - Transport Group (Cllr Morrish). Problem statement has been completed
for the Vicarage Lane traffic lights, to gain funding for a consultant to review the junction
improvements. Cllr Morrish informed members that are trying to ascertain costs for the
tow path north of Red Lion Lane canal and the part south of Water Lane. Potential to apply
for lottery or CIL funding.

Geographical Area Report

Cllr Coxill wanted to raise the woodland area at the bottom of Jubilee Walk and Rockliffe
Park. Trees are falling regularly, and several trees are in a bad condition and has the
potential to injure a member of the public. Action should be taken. Cllr Roberts informed
members a contact of his, suggested Dacorum Borough Council have a Woodland
Management Plan. Cllr Roberts will continue to inform members of ongoing decisions.
Cllr Anderson informed members Dacorum has a Woodland Management Plan, and it is
updated every 5 years. Cllr Anderson informed members of the cost implications of
managing trees, however confirmed that this specific issue/location should be raised
again with Dacorum. Cllr Button urged Cllr Coxill to maintain contact with Dacorum.

Flooding on the footpath alongside Miller and Carter is an ongoing issue. The gully at the
bottom is blocked and potentially contributes to the issues.

Cllr Anderson informed members that effective management of footpaths can be
demonstrated in the Lake District and referred to fixthefells as a useful information
source.

Action: Cllr Button asked the Clerk to write to Cllr Roberts to formally follow up on the
issue.
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24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Village Garden (Cllr Johnson)
Community garden meeting had been held. Planting due in the next couple of weeks.

Litter Picks (Cllr Johnson)
Two children turned up to help at the last litter pick, which was noted.

Sunderland’s Yard Allotments (Cllr Johnson)

Hertfordshire Bridges Team continue to work on the issue of water seeping through onto
the allotments. Several parties, including Environment Agency and the Canal and Rivers
Trust are involved in the discussions in a bid to find a resolution.

Kings Langley Parish Council Representation on Outside Bodies — Reports

a) Community Centre — None.
Cllr Rogers informed members of the History Society AGM on 20/04/2024 at 2pm
in All Saints Church.

Council Surgeries
Cllr Johnson informed members it was busy, and a report will be circulated in due course.

Other matters (as specified here)

b) Annual Parish Meeting 2024
i. Arrangements. Cllr Button requested help and support on the night. Cllrs to be
available from 7pm.
ii. Approve the agenda.

Any other Business (Not requiring Formal Decision)
Cllr Rogers asked members if we were going to stream future meetings. Once the Clerk
has a new laptop, meetings will revert online for those that require it.

Meeting closed at 21:15
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