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KINGS LANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Edmund de Langley
K

Isabella de Castilla

Issue date: 26t June 2024
The Parish Chairman and members of Kings Langley Parish Council

You are hereby summoned to attend the Full Council Meeting of the Kings Langley Parish
Council to be held on Tuesday 2"? July 2024 at Charter Court, Vicarage Lane, Kings
Langley at 7:30 pm.
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Matthew Price
Clerk to the Council.

This meeting will incorporate consideration of any urgent or appropriate Planning &
Licensing matters, including planning applications.

AGENDA

1. Apologies for Absence

To receive and accept any Apologies for Absence from Members.

2. Declarations of Interest

To receive any Declarations of Interest from Members related to items on this agenda.

3. Public Participation / Question Time

Public Participation / Question Time (maximum of 3 minutes per person, 15 minutes
total). If members of the public wish to speak at the meeting, would they please
contact the Clerk to the Council 24 hours in advance.
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4. Planning & Licencing Matters

Details of Applicant /

Reference Address Application Agent

Case Officer email

Single storey
side extension
24/01326/FHA | 28 Rockliffe Avenue with gallery Mrs Morgan | elspeth.palmer@dacorum.gov.uk

within roof
space.
24/01319/FHA Map'eci"“’ Barmes | Single storey | David Free- | o edey@dacorum.gov.uk
ane rear extension. man
24/01370/TPO Millook, Common Felliworks to Mr Andy shona.russell@dacorum.gov.uk
Lane trees Toms

(b) Other Planning & Licencing Matters as specified here:

5. Minutes.
To confirm the minutes of the meeting(s) held on 4™ June 2024 (Copy herewith).

6 Reports
a) Report from Chairs of other committees / groups.

b) Police report
c) Clerks report (copy herewith)
d) Wardens rolling programme (copy herewith)

7 Financial Matters
a) Schedule of Payments for May 24 & June 24.
b) Resolution to authorise payments list May 24 & June 24
c) Examination of the Council’'s Bank Account Statements May 24 & Jun 24
d) To consider Grant application for Ruckler’s Lane Village Hall

8 Hertfordshire County Council Matters (County Clir Roberts).
To receive the latest County Council Reports (if available).

9 Dacorum Borough Council and Other Public Bodies.
Clirs Anderson and Johnson — Reports and Members’ questions.
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10. Members Items and Questions (not included elsewhere)
a) Village Garden (Cllr Johnson) (Copy herewith)
b) Litter Picks (Cllr Johnson). — (Copy herewith)
c) Sunderland’s Yard Allotments (Clir Johnson) — (Copy herewith).
d) Council Surgeries ( Cllir Johnson) — (Copy herewith)
e) Leisure Group Survey ( Cllr James-Saunders) - ( Verbal report & Copy)

11. Kings Langley Parish Council Representation on Qutside Bodies
a) Kings Langley Community Centre (Clir Rogers).

Matthew Price, Clerk to the Council, 2" July 2024.
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DRAFT MINUTES — AGENDA: FC5

Minutes of the Meeting of Kings Langley Parish Council held on Tuesday 4™ June 2024 at Charter Court, Vicarage
Lane, Kings Langley at 19:30

Present:

Chair: ClIr Button

Vice Chair: ClIr Johnson

Councillors: Cllr Angiolini, Cllr Rogers, ClIr Morrish, Cllr Johnson, CliIr James-Saunders,

Clir Coxill, Clir De Silva

In attendance:
Clerk to the Council: Matthew Price

1. Apologies for absence
e ClIr Lydon

2. Declaration of Interest
e None

3. Public Participation / Question Time
e Member of public asked to investigate the possibility of putting the supporting documents on the
website.
Action: Clerk to investigate and update the council.

4. Planning & Licencing Matters
a) Planning applications
No planning applications
b) Other Planning & Licencing Matters as specified:
None.

5. Minutes
Minutes of the meeting held on 7™ May 2024 — Confirmed and signed by ClIr Button.

6. Reports

a) Reports from Chairs of other committees / groups
Leisure Group — ClIr Johnson informed members the youth survey was in progress.

b) Police report
Received 4™ June 2024 — Clerk to circulate.
Clir Anderson suggested PC Maxamillian attends the next monthly meeting due to conflicting infor-
mation on social media. Members agreed with this proposal due to the escalating levels of crime in
the village.
Action: Clerk to contact PC Maxamillian to arrange.

¢) Consideration to proposals for village amenities
Clir Button informed members of the overgrown hedges opposite the post office and would like to
see the area regenerated. Cllr Rogers suggested contacting Hyde Farm as they maintained a hedge
close to his house. ClIr Johnson informed members that the piece of land is Dacorum Borough
Council’s responsibility and he would be willing to progress with Dacorum to see what they could
propose.
Action: ClIr Johnson to contact Dacorum Borough Council.
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7. Clerk’s report

a)

Noted. Clir Rogers has asked the Clerk to confirm the timescales for keeping financial and non-fi-
nancial records.
Action: Clerk to investigate and respond at a future meeting

8. Warden’s report

a)

Cllr Button asked if the warden can trim the vegetation around the 30 mph speed signs either end
of the village and to contact St Laura’s Hospice regarding their tree which overhangs the footpath.
Action: Clerk to discuss and arrange with the Warden and St Laura’s Hospice

Clir Johnson asked if contact had been made with SSRT regarding bedding plants. Clerk confirmed
contact had been made and the first collection was scheduled for later in the week.

9. Financial matters

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

f)

Schedule of Payments for May 2024 (report in July). Noted.

Resolution to authorise payments list (report in July). Noted.

Examination of the Council’s Bank Account Statements (report in July as of 31st May 2024). Noted.
Purchase of Pole cutter. Agreed.

Report to consider Accounting software package.

Clir Anderson recommended year 1 payment to come out of Charter Court fund. Councillors
agreed. Purchase of Rialtas software agreed.

To consider Christmas Lighting display quotation ( 2024). Clir Anderson informed members of his
concerns with the current contractor over the current quotation and the increase in fees, which he
believes are not aligned with previous discussions. The main sponsor of the lights has also raised
concerns over colour and design not changing in recent years. Cllr Anderson suggested the Clerk
obtains an additional two quotes for the next meeting. Members agreed.

Action: Clerk to obtain quotes.

10. To adopt and approve updated policies for Council governance

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Financial regulations 2024 - Agreed
Standing orders - Agreed

General privacy notice - Agreed

Terms of reference (Full Council) - Agreed
Training statement of intent - Agreed
Model publication scheme - Agreed

11. Hertfordshire County Council Matters (County Clir Roberts)

None

12. Dacorum Borough Council and Other Public Bodies

Clir Johnson informed members the parking consultation has been delayed until at least the second
week of July.

Clir Anderson informed members that DBC colleagues were outvoted at the Development Manage-
ment Meeting and permission was granted for the EV charging station formerly The Eagle. The plan-
ning officer took the view it, had limited harm to the Green Belt and felt the sustainability benefits
outweighed this and granted permission.
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13. Members Items and Questions (not included elsewhere)

a)

Village Garden (Cllr Johnson)
None

Litter Picks (Cllr Johnson).
Clir Johnson informed members, that litter picking is carried out once a month at the Common.

Sunderland’s Yard Allotments (Cllr Johnson) — (Copy herewith).

Clir Johnson informed members, Sir Mike Penning wrote to the Chief Executive of the Environment
Agency and highlighted the issues of flooding. Cllr Johnson has followed up following Sir Mike Pen-
ning’s retirement.

Clir Johnson informed members that the Chair of the Allotment Association has applied for a lottery
grant, with a view to putting in raised beds at the southern end of the allotments.

Clir Anderson tabled an idea, given the ongoing issues that the Council could gain legal advice, as it
is Kings Langley Parish Council’s land and he feels Environment Agency needs to address the prob-
lem of flooding and currently they are not. Clir Button suggested waiting for the new MP to be in
post and for the council to approach the MP in the first instance before pursuing matters down the
legal route. ClIr Button suggested an expert hydrologist is consulted. Action: Clir Button to identify
a potential expert.

Clir Coxill raised concerns over the rising crime rate in Kings Langley and reiterated the need for the
Clerk to make contact with PC Maxamillian.

14. Kings Langley Parish Council Representation on Outside Bodies

Clir Rogers informed members that following the recent AGM, the community centre reported an
increase in bookings and is in good financial health.

15. Council Surgeries

Clir Johnson informed members there will be no Councillor Surgery in June as we are currently in
the purdah period.

Meeting closed: 20:25
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Clerks Report — July 2024 AGENDA:FC6(c)

June has seen quite a lot of activity in the Office and workload has been rather busy with
actions taken from Council meetings.

Philip @ Etaerio has been super busy, helpful and supportive of which turned out to be rather
a complicated year end and internal Audit, my thanks go to Paul Dunham for all his time and
effort to make headway into all the alterations, the findings are very supportive and will only
further cement how we take the Council forward and compliant in the years to come.

Certain contractors/suppliers are still causing me a lot of work based in the office and
fortunately on the drive home, but | am hopeful that a resolution with all matters electric and
lighting will be resolved soon, the quotes for Xmas light detail will not be in for this meeting,
but | have liaised with potential new suppliers, they are happy with next month as a proposed
agenda timeline, | will keep council informed.

The job advert for the new Admin Officer went live in the first week of June, it has had a slow
uptake thus far, but now it reaches a lot more residents and social media it may help, | hope
that we will have a strong list of applicants for such a vital role to the office and Council,
Beverly continues to support, and will be looking to formulate a handover document as her
last day of 16" August fast approaches.

Simon has been very busy in June with planting all 2k plants around the village and when you
see Simon please could you take a minute to thank him for the back breaking work this is, as
we all know how hard it is to tend to our own gardens of a weekend let alone on a commercial
scale.

As | continue to ensure compliance you will see new signage and H&S details in Charter
Court when you visit, if you are unsure of any of the posters or would like to know a little more
please don'’t hesitate to ask.

One last note to mention, as of the August meeting all public agenda notices will be printed on
cream paper to aid any residents with dyslexia, thus reducing glare and increases the
contrast, making text easier to read.

As we all enter into the Summer holiday period, | wish everyone safe and happy travels and
enjoy any time you may have planned away

Matthew
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KLPC Wardens Rolling programme

Agenda item: FC6(d)

She is now going to
arrange.

Date Title Task State Narrative
June 24 | Charter Court Loft Inventory On Going To give a full and comprehensive
report on what and how old general
items are in CC loft to assist with
regs and fire risks
June 24 | Summer planting Commenced summer On Going
bedding planting
2024 Litter picking Removal of litter On Going On daily drive rounds of the parish,
picking litter and removing items
abandoned and reporting to correct
authorities
July 24 Old sign planter Removal of sleepers Part completed Removal of old rotten planters that
use to be part of the old Hempstead
Road village entrance sign
June 24 | General maintenance Jobs as instructed from | On Going Ongoing maintenance to Charter
Clerk Court and other buildings
Remove foliage from speed signs ( N
&S)
June 24 | KLPC grassland areas | Grass cutting & On Going Commenced the summer cutting
Strimming schedule as to maintain a clean &
tidy appearance of KLPC managed
grass areas
June 24 | Great Park flower beds | Weeded, re edged & Completed In preparation for summer planting
borrowed allotment
rotovator. To prepare
flower beds
June 24 | St Lauras trees Spoke to Emmy Completed Trim low hanging branches &
(Manager) pollard their tree.
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Report for July Parish Council meeting

AGENDA: FC 10 (a,b,c,d)

Community gardening
A team of 5, including Tom Field and his daughter Sarah, returned to the repair of the Village
Garden wall adjacent to Church Lane.

Good progress was made with the wall to the east of the Church Lane entrance, and
hopefully better weather will mean we can continue this work over the coming weeks. The
opportunity was also taken to weed and water the Village Garden.

Permission given to use the photo

Community Council Surgery in the Village Garden
This did not take place in June as it was within the purdah period.

Community Litter Pick
This did not take place in June.

Sunderland Yard allotments

Further flooding took place during the month and letters were written to Richard Perry, Chief
Executive (C&RT) and Chris Wilson (Area Director, Environment Agency). Herts Bridges
Team were also asked to clear the filter which had become seriously blocked with detritus
‘run off’ from the Canal.

Community Litter Pick
This was carried out before and after the Carnival in June.
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SUNDERLANDS YARD ALLOTMENTS (ADDENDUM) AGENDA: FC 10 (c)

The five-year rental agreement between the Kings Langley Allotments and Gardens
Association (KLAGA) and the Kings Langley Parish Council (KLPC), was agreed in March
2024. The agreement includes the following:“The Council and the Association shall carry
out a six-monthly review of the condition of the allotment plots, at times agreed between the
Council and the Association, to determine whether any action is required.”

These inspections have not been undertaken for a few years due, in no small measure, to
the flooding issues which have been a continuing problem for more than 3 years. It should
be noted that the initial flooding problem was, in the opinion of the Environment Agency,
the result of trees ‘blocking’ to various degrees the River Gade to the east of the site.

Both KLPC and Gaywood Fisheries, as riparian owners, hamely owners of land either side
of the River Gade, have responsibilities including removing any obstruction to the free flow
of water. Tree trunks and branches were removed from the River Gade, but a different set
of flooding problems have subsequently arisen.

The first inspection this year was undertaken on 24" June with Chris Pichon (A/Chair
KLAGA) and Alan Johnson (Vice Chair, KLPC). A small number of allotments have been
identified which have been neglected and are potentially breaching Section 3 of the
Agreement, namely: “The allotments shall be kept clean and free from weeds and well
manured and otherwise maintained in a proper state of cultivation and fertility and in good
condition and any pathway or cart track included therein or abutting thereon shall be kept
reasonably free from weeds and regularly mown.”

The Association are working through a 3-stage process to enable this small number of
allotment holders to address this neglect or to terminate their rental agreement with the
Association.

Of more concern to the parish council is what is happening to the east of the site. The
allotments for which allotment holders are paying are to the west of the pathway. To the
east of the pathway is an uncultivated area containing a number of trees for which the parish
council are responsible in terms of their safety. The majority of this area should be nothing
more than weeds which nevertheless allow the allotment holders access to the River Gade
for water.

Unfortunately, a number of allotment holders on this side of the allotments have started
using the area to the west of the path for storage, ‘recycled material,” garden rubbish etc.
This is not an area for which they are making any rental payment or to which they have any
‘rights’, but more importantly it is restricting access to the trees which are due for re-
inspection in 2025 and to the river for allotment holders.

At the last formal tree inspection, it was noted that “ivy and garden rubbish at the base was
inhibiting full inspection” for many trees in this area and for others “pruning may be needed
to provide suitable clearance from the track.” Unsurprisingly, two years later access to these
trees is now almost completely restricted by the amount of detritus and nettles, weeds etc,
For the parish council, there are financial implications if a full inspection is not carried out
next year and there are resulting problems with the trees along this stretch of the allotments.
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Recommendation: The Allotments Association are looking for a steer for ‘next steps’ in
relation to these allotment holders. Given the parish council need to ensure the trees along
the riverbank are wholly accessible for inspection next year and that pathways to the river
are clear both for allotment holders and future 6 monthly inspections, the sensible steer
would be to ask that the detritus is removed and that this be expedited over a specified
period, e.g. 3 or 6 months. However, the Allotments Association could be given a degree of
discretion since the level and permanence of some of the obstructions vary and, in fairness,
it is not necessary to have every inch of the riverbank accessible.

It should be noted that the parish council does bear a responsibility for some of the
overgrown areas which should be cleared since we are asking the Allotments Association
to do so.

Please find attached a copy of the allotment plan and some photos illustrating some of the
areas of inaccessibility from the pathway to the trees and riverbank. The trees are, almost
without exception, not easily visible. The allotment plan as it appears has been turned
through 90 degrees so that the eastern boundary is shown to the bottom of the page (the
allotment entrance side).

Alan Johnson

BTW can you spot the ghostly presence in one of the photos?

Page 11 of 18 AGENDA 2024-07-02 Full Council (July
2024)Public (2)



Page 12 of 18 AGENDA 2024-07-02 Full Council (July
2024)Public (2)



Page 13 of 18 AGENDA 2024-07-02 Full Council (July
2024)Public (2)



Page 14 of 18 AGENDA 2024-07-02 Full Council (July
2024)Public (2)



Page 15 of 18 AGENDA 2024-07-02 Full Council (July
2024)Public (2)



AGENDA: FC 10 (e)
PARISH COUNCIL LEISURE GROUP — JULY UPDATE

Recommendation: That the Parish Council agree to increase the budget for the Youth
Survey to £7500 with immediate effect, in order to ensure this important stage of the
work is completed. This will enable work on the second part of this initiative, for which
a separate budget is available, to be taken forward.

Youth Survey
The meeting of the Leisure Group in June was a broad ranging discussion of activities, but

undoubtedly it is the Youth Survey which is now the priority. That said, this is clearly a very
important strand both for the Council and for the Group, given the narrative in the
Neighbourhood Plan:

“Similarly, there is little provision for older children and teenagers in the parish. The last
remaining youth club closed over ten years ago and whilst there are a few clubs offered
to under-18s (for example at the Baptist Church), these will not necessarily appeal to the
wider demographic, nor will they always be freely available. There are numerous sports
clubs, but few spaces where they can meet socially; as a result, groups tend to
congregate on the street.”

The latter point will undoubtedly be a focus on social media over the summer. The Youth Survey
a part one of a two part response from the Parish Council.

Since the June meeting, the senior school have agreed to participate in the Youth Survey and
provide focus groups which will enable a detailed understanding to be established both of
responses and the thinking/evidence underlying those responses. Other, broader brush
approaches, e.g. online surveys or questionnaires, will leave the Parish Council with the same
unrealistic expectations that arose from the earlier village survey that included proposals for a
skate park, a swimming pool and an undercover space/hall for young people.

Questionnaires and surveys can yield larger sample sizes, but rely on awareness and self-
completion, which is hard to effect and control. Moreover, whilst a questionnaire can be
designed that includes structured questions on the relevant topics, respondents would usually
answer according to some scale of fixed response options, and even where open-ended
questions are used to elicit free-form responses, how carefully respondents consider their
answers and how much they choose to explain can be variable, often leading to more questions,
rather than sufficiently informing the topic under consideration.

Since, in this context where we are aiming to establish demand for facilities etc, it would be very
easy for questionnaire respondents to indicate that they would like any and all of the offered
services, without any easy way to determine how real this expressed demand actually was in
practice.
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Conversely, qualitative approaches such as focus groups allow for fuller discussion and
exploration of relative priorities. Approaches such as focus groups can help reveal
perceptions/values that respondents may not be aware of, i.e. why they do this and not that,
why they thiin something is a ‘good’ idea,; address people’s tendency to withhold thoughts and
feelings in group discussions; and are employed to find meaning beyond the superficial and
predictable (see village survey responses provided previously). They can be invaluable in
engaging with young people; and help establish what is genuinely important to them.

The Leisure Group have taken some time to establish what is available for young people both
in Kings Langley and the immediate neighbourhood to ensure the Youth Survey has a
comprehensive understanding of what is already provided, albeit not necessarily solely for
young people, e.g. two swimming pools at Hemel and Woodside respectively.

There is a possibility of increased costs in the Youth Survey project given the focus groups will
be delayed until after the summer break, but the Leisure Group feel that — given the focus on
this issue over many years - it is sufficiently important for the Council to agree an increase of
up to £1000 in the budgeted figure given the current estimate of £6475.

Repair Café

The focus of this project is now a café not a Repair Shed and inevitably the questions are being
asked: Are Abbots Langley or Three Rivers wholly committed to this project? Does the Planning
Inspector’s decision to allow the appeal on Rectory Farm change things, as Angle/CALA are
now wholly committed to providing such facilities on the site?

The Leisure Group are trying to engage with the Abbots Langley local council/councillors and
will continue to do so, despite a disappointing response. Since Kings Langley Parish Council
are the only ‘partners’ to have made a financial commitment, namely £3500, there remains at
this time a desire to see this project get started.

Commons and woods

The parlous state of Kings Langley Woods continues to be a concern for the Leisure Group
and local residents but not, it seems, the Borough Council. These concerns were raised 3
months ago but progress seems entirely absent, despite warning:

“There is also an issue with light levels being low due to lack of management and coppice
decades out of rotation. The laurel is at a tipping point where if the local authority don't do
something now it will change the character for the woodland. Currently about 50% of the site is
in what Joint Nature Conservation Committee guidance would suggest as poor condition.”

Both the County Council and the Borough Council have been reminded of their responsibilities
for these woods, i.e. the woods are their responsibility, not the Parish Council.
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Cycle initiative
A further round of public consultation is due on Dacorum’s Local Cycling and Walking
Infrastructure Plans in the Autumn.

Canal Path

Funding for the refurbishment of the remainder of the canal path in Kings Langley is still in the
‘drawing board’ stages.

Signage

Additional village entry signs have been agreed, subject to suitable locations being found for
both.

Heritage Trail and Village Map

Graham Prentice is in the process of updating the Village Map and other action will ‘flow’ from
that.

Next meeting: 8" August 2024
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