KINGS LANGLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Kings Langley Parish Council held on Tuesday 5%
November 2024 at Charter Court, Vicarage Lane, Kings Langley at 19:30

Present:

Chair: ClIr Button

Vice Chair:

Councillors: ClIr Morrish, Cllir James-Saunders, Clir Coxill, Clir De

Silva, ClIr Rogers, Clir Lydon

In attendance:

Clerk to the Council: Matthew Price

HCC:

Clir Richard Roberts

Members of public: 1 Resident

** The Chairman opened the meeting by wanting to pass on everyone’s best wishes to Clir

Angiolini as he recovers from a medical procedure, and wishes him a swift
return to the meetings. **

1. Apologies for absence

Clir Johnson — DBC Commitments
Clir Anderson — DBC Commitments
Clir Angiolini -  Personal

2. Declaration of Interest

3. Public

None

Participation / Question Time

A Member of the public asked if the Agendas could be placed on the opposite
side of the High Street ( East Side) , Clir Button informed the resident it will be
actioned.

The Resident also inquired as to why the Wardens van wasn’t sign written as this
will give a good opportunity to give residents a visual point of contact, Clir Button
informed the resident that with the possibility of a vehicle change, sign writing
was suspended until a decision on the vehicle be made, which should happen in
the new year.

*** Clir Rogers entered the meeting room — 19.32pm ***

4. Planning & Licencing Matters

a)

b)
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Planning applications

24/02226/RET — Rectory Farm, Kings Langley — No Objection

24/02215/FUL — Rudolf Steiner School — No Objection

24/02239/FHA — 23 Chipperfield road, Kings Langley — No Objection
24/02236/FHA — 23 Blackwell road, Kings Langley - Objection

24/02223/FHA — 12 Blackwell road, Kings Langley — Withdrawn prior to meeting

Other Planning & Licencing Matters
None
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*** Clir Roberts entered the meeting room — 19.38pm ***

5. Minutes
Minutes of the meeting held on 1%t October 2024 — Confirmed and signed by Clir Button.
6. Reports
a) Reports from Chairs of other committees / groups

b)

None

Police report — Clir Morrish asked CliIr Roberts if he could speak to the Police
Commissioner to gain feedback on a letter which was sent to him 5 weeks ago as
KLPC have heard nothing back’

Action: Clir Roberts to speak to Police Commissioner and report back

Clerks report — Clir Morrish asked the Clerk if agenda item “ AOB” can be
reintroduced to the agenda as there are items that would possibly need to be
discussed that are missed after the agenda packs have been released and the
meeting date itself, The Clerk informed members of the internal legislation and
governance compliance why AOB cannot be added, however would be happy to
add a new item adding 2 items to be discussed ( written or verbal) at the next
meeting.

Wardens Rolling programme — Noted and accepted

Formation of a Budget & Precept working party — Clir Button informed members
that only CliIr Lydon & ClIr Rogers had put their names forward and it was agreed
to include them on the working party: Proposed — Clir Button, 2" Clir Lydon —
Vote: Unanimous

7. Financial matters

a)

b)
c)

Resolution to authorise payments list October 2024 — Approved & signed by Clir
Button

To consider Donation request from Kings Langley Community Choir - Declined
To consider Eterio Ltd as Internal Auditors for 2024/25 - Agreed

8. Hertfordshire County Council Matters ( County Clir Roberts)
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Clir Roberts opened the agenda item up by informing members of the lack of his
knowledge to the proposed road closures at Langley Hill & Vicarage Lane, thus
potentially causing the village to come to a halt, Clir Roberts said that HCC have
over 70,000 interventions every year and up to 60% of those figures are due to
emergencies ( gas, water etc) he informed all members that the contractors do
not need to inform anyone in HCC until 2 hours before work commences, Clir
Roberts was aware of the residents concerns and will continue to ask for timely
planning and notification.

Clir Roberts briefed members on the Government’s budget and how it will be
received in HCC, headline was £1.3bn was to be shared amongst upper tier
authorities for social care , however after careful data analysis it would factor out
to be a net neutral situation HCC find themselves in, Clir Roberts gave members
a brief outline of the strains on budget HCC are under, however he will ensure
services where possible will not be effected.
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Family support fund is still going to be £12m for the next year , this will be
stopped eventually, but the Government decided to carry on this year which is
good news for Food Banks and Warm Spaces etc.

ClIr Lydon asked what the situation is regarding the barrier outside Matilda’s, as
the barrier that was there prior to the vehicle removing it hasn’t been replaced,
and it is a natural break to stop children crossing the road in a dangerous
position, she asked HCC to look into this as the safety of children must be a
priority, Cllr Roberts was concerned about the safety aspect but did suggest it
may be next year due to funds being available, Clir Roberts will ask engineers if
anything can be done in the current allocated budget.

Clir Morrish asked for any updates on the road surface from Red Lion public
house and Sainsburys as the road is deteriorating very quickly, Clir Roberts is
aware of the problem and agreed something needed to be done, but again
warned members that it may fall into next year’s budget.

9. Dacorum Borough Council and Other Public Bodies
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A written report was presented by Clir Johnson prior to the meeting ( Extract
below

The extraordinary full Council meeting in October also included business from the
previously adjourned meeting. Given the resignation of 8 Lib Dem councillors from
their political group on the Council, there was a re-drawing of Committee
memberships to reflect the changed dynamic. This meant some portfolio leads
changed, as did the chairing and vice chairing of some Committees. Alan
Anderson now chairs the Strategic Planning and Environment Committee.

There was some ‘push back’ from the 8 newly independent Councillors that these
roles should have remained unchanged, but as independent Councillors they are
considered individually independent and not a ‘group’; had they formed a group
they would have a degree of proportional representation in these positions, but
faced expulsion from the national Lib Dem party. There was an ill-tempered
debate, requiring the Mayor Brenda Link to continually intervene.

The Regulation 19 stage of the Local Plan had drawn a considerable number of
emails for all councillors, i.e. between 400-700 each over the previous week,
predominantly due to the issue of including 1400 homes at Marshmont Farm,
Tring. The original application had been refused by the Council, approved by the
Planning Inspector, but refused by the then Secretary of State. Given the need to
increase housing numbers to more readily reflect the government’s expectation of
1313 homes per annum, the Lib Dem Council had increased the annual target
from 900 to 1016 (which now also includes Shendish).

Consequently, there was a large turnout from the public, mostly from Tring.
However, as this was an extraordinary meeting, there was no right for the public
to speak. The choice before the Council was to accept the Regulation 19 proposals
as a package or not; there was no opportunity at this stage to remove any of the
proposed sites from the document. There was a two-hour debate, with Alan
Anderson and | both speaking against the Regulation 19 proposals (specifically
Shendish). Nevertheless, the council agreed to proceed to the Regulation 19 stage
with 25 votes for, 13 against and 2 abstentions. Those who voted in favour did so
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on the basis that otherwise it would almost certainly mean the Government would
impose its own higher target.

At this point, the 8 walked out. The Council continued with the rest of the meeting’s
business including agreeing the Corporate Plan and questions to the portfolio
holders. At the end of the meeting the Mayor Brenda Link was applauded for her
management of the meeting.

Later in the month, Dacorum’s Licensing and Health and Safety Committee
considered the proposals for pavement licensing. Despite public consultation and
direct consultation with current pavement license holders, only 14 responses were
received. The majority of these were supportive and the new charges approved
(£390 for grant of a licence, £195 for renewal).

*** ClIr Lydon leaves the meeting room — 20.25 pm ***

10. Members Items and Questions (not included elsewhere)

Village Garden (ClIr Johnson)

Noted

Litter Picks (ClIr Johnson).

Noted

Sunderland’s Yard Allotments (Clir Johnson)

Noted

Council surgeries ( Clir Johnson) Noted

Christmas 2024 Charter Court Opening Hours — Agreed as proposed

Kings Langley Parish Council meeting dates 2025 — Agreed as proposed

Kings Langley Parish Council APM Date — Agreed 24th April 2025

To consider a verbal report from Cllr Button regarding Christmas open door —
Members were agreeable in principal with the suggestion and was happy for public
and business owners to be invited to CC for a gathering and general meet the
Councillors type of event, but given December being a very busy trading month
maybe deferring it until the new year — Agreed to bring back to Council in the New
Year

11. Kings Langley Parish Council Representation on Outside Bodies

Clir Rogers informed members of a potential new constitution will be addressed
over the coming weeks and that the Historical societies next event ( 20" Nov)
was on Railways that formed part of the West Coast Main line.

Meeting closed: 20:45pm
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